iS	EDUCATION
of good literature which they carried on from those early
days into their grown-up lives.
He had always talcen an interest in the work of Toynbee
Hall, where for some time, when quite a young man, he
took a weekly class in literature, and later on did the same
at the Working Men's College.   One friendship made at
Toynbee Hall with Mr. Rockell, a member of the Whole-
sale Co-operative Society, lasted all through my husband's
life.   " These working men," he writes in February 1917,
after Mr. Rockell had been lunching with him, " put us
men of leisure to horrible shame by the amount they
manage to read ".   Nothing indeed filled him with more
admiration than the passion for self-education and the love
of literature which inspired such men as Alfred Williaims,
author of Villages of the White Horse, A  Wiltshire
Village, and other works, and William Dowsing, the
Sheffield poet, author of Dream Fantasies and other
Poems, and Sheffield Vignettes, to work at the Greek and
Latin classics after a hard day spent in manual labour,
Alfred Williams began life as a labourer in the G.W.R.
works at Swindon, and William Dowsing was all his life
engaged in the Ordnance Department at Vickers, Shef-
field,    With both of  these men my husband made
friends; he went to see Mr. and Mrs. Dowsing more than
once in their home at Sheffield, and Alfred Williams
came and spent a day with us at a house we took in Wilt-
shire in 1926.  The most intimate friendship that he made
in this way was with Samuel Looker, author of several
volumes of poetry, the best known of which is The
Sheltering Tree, also of various sporting anthologies and
other works.   He had worked nis way up, in spite of
great difficulties in the shape of poverty and ill-Health,
until he was able to find congenial employment as a
journalist, author and lecturer, lecturing on English litera-
ture for the L.C.C. and the Workers* Educational Associa-
tion.  He is now a publisher's reader.  John gave him all
the help and encouragement he could, and, as will be seen,
kept up a correspondence with him for many years*

